
SSMS PTA October 17, 2017 

1. Welcome- (Emma Travers) 

2. Treasurer’s Report- (Faith Varney) $19,952 balance in account. 

3. Legislation (Cindy Vaupel) PTA’s advocacy organization. Deals with issues that are important for 

children. Resolutions are discussed at the PTA convention.  There are 4 types of resolutions: 

retentions, updates, recensions and new resolutions.  All of the resolutions can be found in 

greater detail in the PTA Convention Packet. Vote on 9 retentions, all updates, all recessions- all 

in favor. Vote om vote of confidence- all in favor. 

4. Thank you- (Irma Altman) Thank you to Ann McCabe for organizing and running picture day.  

Thank you to Alanna Bender for all of her time and effort with fundraising-specifically apparel. 

5. Committee Updates-  

- Membership- Stephanie Giangregario- 578 members signed up so far.  57 teachers.  Not too 

late to sign up. Directory will be finalized next week.  Only individuals signed up by deadline 

will be include in the directory. 

- Fall Fundraiser- Josie Milano and Christine Verventiotis- The fundraiser is coming along.  

Theme is Roaring 20’s. Basket are being organized.  Feel free to help at Josie’s house- 105 

Lakeview Ave. to help- all are welcome.  It will be a fun, informal night.  Great band, food 

and prizes.  All are encouraged to attend and encourage friends to come as well.   

- D &A- (Rose Camarata) The Family Fun Fitness Fair and Substance Abuse Awareness Walk -a- 

Thon was last Saturday, 10/14.  It was a very nice day.  The vendors and informational booth 

were great. 

- Curriculum (Allison Curran)  High School is offering 13 new courses.  A new district website 

featuring the Power Schools platform will be rolled out in January.  This year the teacher 

assignments were posted on the Parent Portal rather than being mailed home.  Going 

forward, Kindergarten parents will be signed up at registration so that they will get the 

information. The district will be using a new app that allows teachers to see if students are 

using their technology appropriately. It will be used in High school and middle school.  

Building concerns were discussed.  Some are concerned that some school offer more for 

gifted students.  STELAR is the enrichment program that is in place at all schools. 

- Reflections (Christine Kufta) The theme is “Within Reach”. The deadline in November 17th. 

Information has been shared with students in English class. 

- SEP (Kelly Lynch) SEP Coffee and Share will be held at Wilson. An overview of the districts 

special education program will be shared at the event.  December 4thin Inclusive Week.  

December 6th is a concert by Brittany Maier, a blind and autistic pianist, at SSHS.   

- Delegates (Michelle Sewell) At the BOE meeting there was discussion about elementary 

class rebalancing. The Board would like to give parents the opportunity to send children in 

overcrowded schools to attend a less crowded school.  They are trying to figure out a 

solution that works for all.  They are open to suggestions.   

- Teacher’s Report- (Jacqueline Giacone) Mike Flynn, social studies teacher, is asking for 

volunteer for Take a Vet to School Day on November 10th.  Ms. Conneally is working on a 30-

day fundraiser for Puerto Rico.  Money will go to Go Fund Me pages that have connections 

to our school community.  In 6th grade ELA students are reading Wednesday Wars.  There is 

a chapter about the Martin Luther King, Jr. assassination.  Many of the teachers have been 



bringing their students to the spoke here King stood when he spoke at SSMS.  This has been 

a touching and valuable experience for many.  

6. New Business- (Alanna Bender) Alanna spoke about the High School Open House that will take 

place on November 8th, from 7-8:30 pm.  This is specifically for 8th graders and their families but 

all are invited to attend.  There will be tours and information about programs and organizations 

available.  She also mentioned the start of Red Ribbon week, October 23-27.  During the week 

all students are encouraged to say no to drugs during the week.  She mentioned her concern 

about “the bridge” and that this would be a good time to let parents know about what is going 

on there. 

7. Principals’ Report- (Shelagh McGinn) Ms. McGinn began by saying that there are number of 

good things going on at SSMS.  However, there are some serious issues that need to be 

addressed.  She discussed that there has recently been an issue with vaping. This problem is 

crossing a range of ages and genders. The products are readily available and it is not illegal. 

Children are buying the vaping tools and pods of nicotine on line.  There is no smell and it 

doesn’t taste badly. As a result, it can be concealed and kids do not experience the negative 

effects. It is important to talk to kids about this and be aware. It is not FDA regulated so there is 

not a lot of information of the health effects it may have.  Vaping has been included in the 7th 

grade curriculum in order to educate students about the health concerns associated with it. 

Emma Travers said that PTA will share information about vaping as well 

8. Presidents’ Report (Emma Travers) – Emma shared some important dates- 

- November 2- end of the 1st quarter 

- November 3rd and 4th- Broadway Review- great, kid friendly show, tickets can be bought at 

the door 

- There is construction, specifically brickwork, being done on the back of the building 

Call to adjourn the meeting made by Emma Travers. Approved by all.  

 


